	Freedom of Information regulations (fees), 5759-1999




	By my authority, under Sections 18 and 19 of the Freedom of InformationLaw (5758-1998) (hereafter – “the law”), with the approval of the Minister of Finance under Section 39 B) of the Foundations of the Budget Law (5745-1985), and with the approval of the Knesset Constitution, Law, and Justice Committee, I enact the following regulations:

1. Request fee (revised: 5760-2000) – The fee for an information request shall be NIS 77. 
2. Handling fee (revised: 5760-2000) – The fee for locating, sorting, and handling the requested information (hereafter – “the handling”) shall be NIS 40 for each work hour spent locating, selecting, or handling the request, starting with the third hour. 
3. Production fee (revised: 5760-2000) 
A. The production fee for written information shall be NIS 1.02 per photocopied page or page of computer printout produced, or NIS 4.08 per computer diskette provided.

B. If the information is recorded, filmed, or photographed, the applicant shall bear the cost of producing or copying the information.

4. Obligation to pay the fees (revised: 5760-2000) 
A. The person submitting the information request (hereafter – “the applicant”) shall pay a request fee, and shall undertake to pay a handling and production fee, up to a maximum of NIS 204.

B. If the person responsible has reasonable grounds for assuming when the information request is made, or at any point during its handling, that handling the request will require payment of a handling and production fee amounting to more than NIS 204, the person responsible shall notify the applicant of the estimated amount of the handling fee and production fee. The person responsible shall be entitled to require that the applicant deposit the estimated sum, or a part of it, or provide guarantees to ensure full payment of the sum.

C. If the person responsible has notified the applicant as stipulated in the preceding sub-regulation (B), the person responsible shall not continue handling the request until the applicant consents to pay the estimated cost, and deposits the sum, or provides guarantees, as required.

5. Delivering information 
. If the public authority has decided to provide the information to the applicant as stipulated in Section 7 (D) of the law, the person responsible shall notify him of the handling fee and the production fee calculated as stipulated in Regulations 2 and 3, and the applicant shall pay the amount, as a condition for receiving the information.

a. Delivery of the information to the applicant shall be at his expense.

a. Exemptions (revised: 5761-2001)

Information requested by a person about himself and his rights is exempt from a request fee, and from a handling fee for four work hours, starting in the third hour. 
a. Linkage

. For purposes of this regulation “index” means the Consumer Price Index published by the Israel Central Bureau of Statistics.

A. The sums listed in Regulations 1-4 shall be revised on October 1 each year, at the rate of change in the index published in the preceding September, compared with the index published in September of the preceding year.

B. The revised sum mentioned in the preceding sub-regulation (B) will be rounded off as follows:

B. If the sum is less than NIS 10, it shall not be rounded off;

B. If the sum is greater than NIS 10, it shall be rounded off to the nearest whole shekel, and a sum of NIS 0.50 shall be rounded upwards.

C. The Ministry of Justice director general shall publish an announcement in the Official Gazette of the Israeli government of the fee rates, as revised according to sub-regulation (B) above.

A. Appeals

The person making the request is entitled to appeal the decision of the person responsible within 30 days of the day on which the decision is communicated. The appeal shall be filed at the Magistrates Court having jurisdiction over the office of the person responsible. 
A. Postponement of dates 
. The dates set in Section 7 of the law shall be counted from the day the request is received by person responsible, or from the day the request fee is paid, whichever is later.

A. The counting of the dates set in Section 7 of the law shall not include the following:

A. The period of time between notification by the person responsible under Regulation 5 and the date when the required sum is paid;

A. If the person responsible has exercised his authority under Regulation 4 (B), then the period of time shall be counted between notification by the person responsible and the date when the sum is deposited, or a payment guarantee is provided, whichever is relevant.

A. Exceptions for applying the regulations 

These regulations, except for Regulation 3, shall not apply to a request for information that must be provided to the public under Section 6 of the law.

A. Inception 

These regulations shall become effective on the day that the law becomes effective.


