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Chapter 1. General provisions

Article 1. Basic concepts applied in this Federal Law

For the purposes of this Federal Law the following basic concepts are applied:

1) request - an approach by a user of information in verbal or written form including as an electronic document to courts, the Judiciary Department at the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation (hereinafter - Judiciary Department), directorates (sections) of the Judiciary Department in constituent parts of the Russian Federation (hereinafter - Judiciary Department bodies) or bodies of the community of judges, for information on activities of courts of the Russian Federation (hereinafter - information on activities of courts);
2) information on activities of courts - information prepared within their powers by courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies or bodies of the community of judges, or information received by courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies or bodies of the community of judges and relating to activities of courts. Legislation of the Russian Federation defining judicial process and powers and procedures of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies, bodies of the community of judges, and judicial acts on specific cases, and other instruments regulating activities of courts shall also be included as information on activities of courts;
3) user of information - a citizen (natural person), organization (legal person), public association, state or local government body seeking information on activities of courts;
4) judicial act - a ruling, issued in a form complying with relevant law, on the substance of a case examined in the procedure for administering constitutional, civil, administrative or criminal justice or for administering justice in a court of arbitration. Judicial acts shall also include rulings by cassation, appeal and supervisory courts, issued in a form complying with relevant law, on the outcome of examination of applications (submissions) for appeal or cassation or of supervisory review of court rulings;
5) courts - the federal courts, constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation and magistrates of constituent parts of the Russian Federation (hereinafter - magistrates) that comprise the judicial system of the Russian Federation.

Article 2. Scope of this Federal Law

1. This Federal Law shall govern matters connected with securing access by users of information to information on court activities.

2. Should legislation of the Russian Federation defining judicial process and powers and procedures of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges, or legislation of constituent parts of the Russian Federation defining powers and procedures of constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation and of magistrates make requirements for release of information on activities of courts that differ from those defined in this Federal Law, the provisions of this Federal Law shall prevail with due regard of requirements of Russian Federation legislation, and in respect of information on activities of constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation and of magistrates with due regard also of legislation of constituent parts of the Russian Federation.
3. The scope of this Federal Law shall apply to matters connected with release of information on activities of courts to editorial offices of mass media in so far that this is not governed by legislation of the Russian Federation on mass media.
4. The scope of this Federal Law shall not apply to:

1) procedure of administering constitutional, civil, administrative or criminal justice or administering justice in a court of arbitration, or procedure in qualification collegiums of judges;
2) procedure of implementing judicial acts;

3) matters connected with securing access to personal data processed by courts, the Judiciary Department, bodies of the Judiciary Department or bodies of the community of judges;

4) procedure of information interaction between courts, the Judiciary Department, bodies of the Judiciary Department or bodies of the community of judges.
Article 3. Legal regulation of matters connected with securing access to information on activities of courts

1. Legal regulation of matters connected with securing access to information on activities of courts shall be in accordance with the Constitution of the Russian Federation, federal constitutional laws, federal laws defining judicial process, powers and procedures of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges, and this Federal Law and other federal laws, and in respect of constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation and magistrates – also by legislation of constituent parts of the Russian Federation. Legal regulation of matters connected with securing access to information on activities of courts shall also be by rules of court and (or) other instruments regulating internal workings of courts, instruments of the Judiciary Department and of bodies of the community of judges.
2. Should an international treaty of the Russian Federation establish rules other than those in this Federal Law, the international treaty shall prevail.
Article 4. Fundamental principles of securing access to information on activities of courts

The fundamental principles of securing access to information on activities of courts shall be:

1) openness and accessibility of information on activities of courts with the exception of instances provided by legislation of the Russian Federation;

2) accuracy of information on activities of courts and timeliness of its release;

3) freedom to seek, obtain, impart and disseminate information on activities of courts by any lawful means;

4) observation of the rights of citizens to inviolability of private life and to personal and family privacy and to defend their good name and business reputation, and of the right of organizations to defend their business reputation; observation of the rights and lawful interests of participants in court proceedings when releasing information on activities of courts;
5) non-interference in judicial process when releasing information on activities of courts.

Article 5. Restrictions on information on activities of courts

1. Access to information on activities of courts shall be restricted should such information be deemed, in the procedure provided by federal law, to comprise state or other secret protected by law.
2. Information to which access is restricted and also the procedure for classifying information as restricted-access shall be determined by federal law.

Article 6. Means of securing access to information on activities of courts

Access to information on activities of courts shall be secured by the following means:
1) attendance by citizens (natural persons) including representatives of organizations (legal persons), public associations, state and local authorities at open sessions of court;

2) promulgation (publication) by mass media of information on activities of courts;

3) posting on the Internet information and telecommunications network (hereinafter – the Internet) of information on activities of courts;

4) display of information on activities of courts at premises of courts, the Judiciary Department, bodies of the Judiciary Department, bodies of the community of judges;

5) viewing by users of information of archived information on activities of courts;

6) release to users of information at their request of information on activities of courts.

Article 7. Format of release of information on activities of courts

1.  Information on activities of courts may be released verbally or in written form including as an electronic document.
2. The format for releasing information on activities of courts shall be provided by legislation of the Russian Federation defining judicial process, powers and procedures of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges, this Federal Law and other federal laws, and in respect of constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation and of magistrates – also by legislation of constituent parts of the Russian Federation. The format for release of such information may be defined by rules of courts and (or) other instruments regulating internal workings of courts, instruments of the Judiciary Department and of bodies of the community of judges. Should the format for release of information on activities of courts not be defined, it may be defined in a request by a user of information. Should it not be possible to release information in the requested format, it shall be released in the form in which it is held by a court, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies or bodies of the community of judges.
3. Information on activities of courts in verbal form shall be released at an appointment to citizens (natural persons) including representatives of organizations (legal persons), public associations, and state and local government bodies. Information may also be conveyed by telephone by relevant structural units of the apparatus of a court, the Judiciary Department and Judiciary Department bodies or apparatus of bodies of the community of judges (if present) or by telephone by authorized officials.
4. Information on activities of courts may be conveyed using public communications networks.

Article 8. Rights of users of information

A user of information shall have the right:
1) to receive accurate information on activities of courts;

2) to request information that is not restricted-access on activities of courts and not justify such request;

3) appeal in the procedure provided by law against actions (failure to act) by officials that violate the right of access to information on activities of courts and the established procedure for exercise of that right;

4) demand, in the procedure provided by law, compensation for harm done by violation of the right of access to information on activities of courts.

Chapter 2. Organization of access to information on activities of courts and principal requirements when securing access to such information

Article 9. Organizing access to information on activities of courts

1. Access to information on activities of courts shall be secured, within the extent of their powers, by courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges. In cases provided by this Federal Law and other federal laws, access to information on court activities held by bodies of the community of judges shall be secured by the Judiciary Department and Judiciary Department bodies.
2. Courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges shall determine appropriate structural subdivisions of their apparatuses or officials for the purpose of organizing access to information on activities of courts. The rights and duties of such subdivisions and officials shall be defined by rules of court and (or) other instruments regulating internal workings of courts, instruments of the Judiciary Department and instruments of bodies of the community of judges.
3. Organization of access to information on activities of courts shall take place with due regard of the requirements of this Federal Law and in a procedure defined, within the extent of their powers, by the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation, Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, Supreme Court of Arbitration of the Russian Federation, Judiciary Department and bodies of the community of judges, and in relation to constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation - by constituent parts of the Russian Federation.
Article 10. Organizing access to information on court activities posted on the Internet

1. Courts, the Judiciary Department and Judiciary Departments shall use the Internet to post information on activities of courts and shall create official websites with email addresses to which requests may be sent. Should a court of general jurisdiction (district court, garrison court martial, magistrate) not have an official Internet site or not be able to post information on its activities online, such information may be posted on the official site of the Judiciary Department body in the constituent part of the Russian Federation within which the court of general jurisdiction is located.
2. The procedure for creating official websites and posting on them information on court activities and timeframes for updating such information shall, with due regard of the requirements of this Federal Law and within the extent of their powers, be defined by the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation, Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, Supreme Court of Arbitration of the Russian Federation and Judiciary Department, and in relation to constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation - by the constituent parts of the Russian Federation.
3. For the purposes of securing the right for all of access to the information indicated in part 1 of this Article, Internet access points may be created in places accessible to users of information (premises of state bodies, local government bodies, state and municipal libraries and other places that can be visited).

4. For the purposes of securing the right of users of information of access to the information indicated in part 1 of this Article courts, the Judiciary Department and Judiciary Department bodies shall take measures for its
 protection pursuant to legislation of the Russian Federation.
5. The technology, programming and linguistic requirements for maintaining official websites shall be defined, within the extent of their powers, by the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation, Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, Supreme Court of Arbitration of the Russian Federation and the Judiciary Department. For constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation and magistrates, such requirements shall be defined as provided by legislation of constituent parts of the Russian Federation.
Article 11. Principal requirements for securing access to information on court activities

The principal requirements for securing access to information on activities of courts shall be:

1) accuracy of information released;

2) compliance with timeframes and procedure for releasing information;

3) removal of restricted-access information from information that is released;

4) creation of the organizational and technical and other conditions needed for exercise of the right to information on activities of courts and also the creation of state information systems;
5) accounting of expenditure connected with securing access to information on activities of courts, during budgetary planning for courts, the Judiciary Department and Judiciary Department bodies.

Chapter 3. Release of information on court activities

Article 12. Attendance at sessions of court 
1. Citizens (natural persons) including representatives of organizations (legal persons), public associations and of state and local government bodies shall be entitled to attend open court sessions and also to record the progress of such sessions in the procedure and forms provided by legislation of the Russian Federation.

2. The procedure for access by the persons indicated in part 1 of this Article to courtrooms and court premises shall be defined by rules of court and (or) other instruments regulating internal workings of courts.

Article 13. Promulgation (publication) of information on court activities

1. Promulgation (publication) by mass media of information on activities of courts shall take place pursuant to legislation of the Russian Federation on mass media with the exception of cases provided by part 2 of this Article.

2. Should legislation of the Russian Federation defining judicial process, powers and procedures of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies, bodies of the community of judges or, in respect of constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation and of magistrates, legislation of constituent parts of the Russian Federation, require publication of judicial acts and other information on activities of courts, such acts and information shall be published pursuant to legislation of the Russian Federation and legislation of constituent parts of the Russian Federation.
Article 14. Information on activities of courts posted on the Internet
1. The following shall be posted on the Internet:

1) general information about a court:

a) name of court, name of court district to which jurisdiction applies, postal address, email address (if existing), telephone number for inquiries;
b) organizational structure of court – plenum, presidium, chambers, collegiums, permanent judges, consultative and (or) advisory bodies (if existing) and also structural subdivisions of the court apparatus;
c) powers of the court;

d) list of laws regulating the court;

e) regulations of the court, instructions for judicial process and other instruments regulating internal workings of the court;
f) full names of the presiding judge of the court and deputies, judges, head of the court apparatus and, with their consent, other facts about them; and the basis on which the presiding judge and deputies and judges are vested with authority;
g) lists of information systems and data bases held at the court (if existing);
h) name of mass media outlet founded by the court (if existing);
2) information connected with proceedings in court:
a) requirements for format and content of documents used in applications to court and (or) samples of such documents, and the procedure for submitting such documents to court;

b) details of the sum of and procedure for payment of state duty, by category of cases to be heard in court;

c)  details of cases in court: registration numbers of cases, description or subject matter of dispute, information on progress of cases in court and also details of judicial acts made after examination of cases (whether scheduled for hearing with date, time and place indicated, heard, adjourned, suspended, halted, amicably resolved, case not to be heard, or other according to nature of judicial process);
d) texts of judicial acts posted with account of the requirements of Article 15 of this Law, details of appeals against them and outcomes of appeals, or when judicial acts are published – source of publication;

e) procedure for appealing against judicial acts;

f) explanations, summaries and overviews of court practice and judicial process;
g) procedure in which participants in a case may view case materials;

h) telephone numbers for inquiries, including about cases in process;

3) texts of draft regulatory and legal instruments submitted by courts to legislative (representative) bodies of state (for courts with the right to initiate legislation);

4) judicial statistics presented to the extent defined, within their powers, by the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation, Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, Supreme Court of Arbitration of the Russian Federation, and Judiciary Department;

5) information on court personnel:
a) procedure for vesting authority in judges, requirements of candidates for judge and procedure for their selection;

b) details of vacancies for post of judge, and vacant state-service posts in a court apparatus;
c) procedure for entry by citizens to state service in a court apparatus, qualifications required of candidates for state-service posts in a court apparatus;
d) conditions of conducting and results of competitive selection for vacant state-service posts in a court apparatus;

e) telephone number for inquiries about vacancies for post of judge and state-service vacancies in a court apparatus;

6) information on the procedure and time for appointments for citizens (natural persons) including representatives of organizations (legal persons), public associations, and state and local government bodies, on the procedure for examining their petitions regarding organization of court activities, appeals against actions (failure to act) by judges or court officials not connected with proceedings in specific cases, appeals against judicial acts and procedural actions by judges, and also a telephone number for inquiries;
7) details of orders placed for goods, works and services for the needs of the court pursuant to legislation of the Russian Federation on placement of orders for goods, works and services for state and municipal needs.
2. The Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation shall, in addition to the information indicated in part 1 of this Article, post on its official website the Message of the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation to the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation on the state of constitutional legality in the Russian Federation.
3. The Supreme Court of the Russian Federation and Supreme Court of Arbitration of the Russian Federation shall, in addition to the information indicated in part 1 of this Article, post on their official websites details of the judicial system in the Russian Federation.

4. The Judiciary Department shall post on the Internet:

1) general information on the Judiciary Department:

a) its powers and structure, postal address, email address, telephone number for inquiries;

b) a list of legal instruments regulating its activities;

c) a list of Judiciary Department bodies and their powers, and also postal and email addresses and telephone numbers for inquiries;

d) the full names of the general director of the Judiciary Department at the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation and of the heads of Judiciary Department bodies and, with their consent, other facts about them;
e) federal special-purpose programmes and other programmes relevant to development of the judicial system in the Russian Federation (if existing);
f) lists of information systems and data bases held at the Judiciary Department;

2) information on bodies of the community of judges:

a) a list of bodies of the community of judges operating in the Russian Federation, and their powers;

b) a list of legal instruments regulating their activities;

c) rulings by the Supreme Qualification Collegium of Judges of the Russian Federation to suspend, renew or terminate powers of judges of relevant courts and certificates of qualification of judges, and also details of disciplinary penalties imposed on them.
5. The Judiciary Department shall, in addition to the information indicated in part 4 of this Article, post on the Internet:
1) annual reports by the general director of the Judiciary Department at the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation on the activities of the Judiciary Department, as submitted to the Presiding Officer of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, the Council of Judges of the Russian Federation and the All-Russia Congress of Judges;
2) surveys of the activities of courts of general jurisdiction, and judicial statistics as published in the mass media pursuant to instruments regulating the maintenance of judicial statistics by the Judiciary Department;

3) details of orders placed for goods, works and services for the needs of courts of general jurisdiction pursuant to legislation of the Russian Federation on placement of orders for goods, works and services for state and municipal needs.

6. A Judiciary Department body shall post on the Internet:

1) general information about itself:
a) its name and powers, postal and email addresses and telephone number for inquiries;

b) a list of legal instruments regulating its activities;

c) the full names of its head and deputy heads and, with their consent, other facts about them;

2) information on bodies of the community of judges operating within the relevant constituent part of the Russian Federation:

a) a list of such bodies and their powers;

b) a list of legal instruments regulating their activities;

c) rulings by the qualification collegium of judges of the relevant constituent part of the Russian Federation to suspend, renew or terminate powers of judges of relevant courts and certificates of qualification of judges, and also details of disciplinary penalties imposed on them.

7. The information indicated in this Article shall be posted on the Internet in a timely manner to secure prompt exercise and protection of the rights and lawful interests of users of information.

Article 15. Aspects of posting texts of judicial acts on the Internet

1. Texts of judicial acts, with the exception of sentences, shall be posted on the Internet following their adoption. Texts of sentences shall be posted after their entry into force.
2. Texts of judicial acts for publication pursuant to law and also texts of other judicial acts issued by the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation, constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation and arbitration courts, with the exception of those indicated in part 4 of this Article, shall be posted in full on the Internet.

3. When posting on the Internet texts of judicial acts issued by courts of general jurisdiction, with the exception of those for publication pursuant to law, personal data apart from the initials and surname(s) of the presiding judge(s) and also of prosecutors and defence lawyers if involved shall for the security of those participating in a case be excluded and be replaced by initials, pseudonyms or other labels not allowing identification.
4. When posting on the Internet texts of judicial acts with clauses containing information constituting a state or other secret protected by law, such clauses shall be excluded.
5. Texts of judicial acts shall not be posted on the Internet should they be on cases:

1) affecting state security;

2) arising from family-law matters including adoption of a child and other cases affecting the rights and lawful interests of minors;
3) concerning crimes against the sexual inviolability and sexual freedom of the individual;

4) restricting or removing the legal capacity of an individual;
5) concerning compulsory committal of an individual to custodial psychiatric care or compulsory psychiatric examination;
6) concerning correction or amendment to civil registers;
7) concerning establishment of facts of legal significance and being examined by courts of general jurisdiction.

Article 16. Display of information on court activities at premises of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges
1. In court premises there shall be notice boards and (or) equivalent technical devices in places accessible to visitors on which users of information may view current information on activities of the relevant court, including:
1) the court's working procedures, inter alia appointments for citizens (natural persons) including representatives of organizations (legal persons), public associations and state and local government bodies on issues regarding examination of cases in court and other issues concerning activities of the court;
2) date, place, time and subject matter of court sessions on cases scheduled for hearing;

3) procedure for attending a court session and penalties for breach thereof, procedure for admittance to courtrooms and court premises;

4) conditions and procedure for receiving information on the court's activities;

5) other details necessary for timely notice to users of information.

2. In premises of the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges there shall be notice boards and (or) equivalent technical devices in places accessible to visitors on which users of information may view details of the procedure for receiving information on court activities also other details necessary for timely notice to users of information.
Article 17. Viewing archived information on activities of courts

Users of information may view information on court activities held in archive resources in the procedure provided by legislation of the Russian Federation on archives and by other regulatory and legal instruments enacted in accordance with it, and for information on activities of constitutional (statutory) courts of constituent parts of the Russian Federation and magistrates - also in the procedure provided by legislation of constituent parts of the Russian Federation and by other regulatory and legal instruments of constituent parts of the Russian Federation enacted in accordance with it.
Article 18. Requesting information on activities of courts

1. A user of information shall be entitled to approach a court, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges with a request that may be made directly or by a representative authorized in the procedure provided by legislation of the Russian Federation.
2. A request shall indicate a postal address, telephone and (or) fax number or email address for response to or clarification of the request, and also the full name of the citizen (natural person) or the name of the organization (legal person), public association or state or local government body requesting information on activities of courts. Anonymous requests shall not be accepted. A request made in written form shall also name the court, Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department body or body of the community of judges to which it is addressed or the surname and initials or position of the appropriate official.

3. Requests shall be logged by courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges in the procedure and timeframes provided by instruments regulating judicial process in courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges respectively.
4. A request shall be examined within thirty days of being logged, unless otherwise provided by legislation of the Russian Federation. Should it not be possible to release the information requested by that time, the user of information shall within seven days of the request being logged be notified of the delay and the reasons and of the time by which the information shall be released, which may not be more than fifteen days over and above the timeframe provided by this Federal Law for a response to a request.

5. Should a request not be about the activities of the court, Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department body or body of the community of judges to which it is sent, the requester shall be notified of this within seven days of the request being logged. The possibility of redirecting the request shall be defined by instruments regulating judicial process in the courts, Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department body or bodies of the community of judges respectively.
6. Courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges shall be entitled to clarify requests for the purpose of releasing to the user the information requested on court activities.

7. The requirements made by this Federal Law of a request in written form and the response thereto shall apply to requests received by courts, the Judiciary Department and Judiciary Department bodies via the Internet, and to responses thereto.

Article 19. Procedure for releasing information on court activities by request

1. A response to a request should contain the information requested or the grounds for refusal. A response to a request shall give the name and postal address of the court, Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department body, body of the community of judges or official signing the response and also a reference for the request (registration number and date).
2. When a request is made for information on court activities that has been published in mass media or posted on the Internet a court, Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department body or body of the community of judges may in its response restrict itself to indicating the name and date of release and issue number of the media outlet in which it was published and (or) the electronic address of the official website on which it was posted.
3. Should information requested on activities of courts be classified as restricted-access, the response shall indicate the type, name, number and date of adoption of the instrument under which access is restricted. Should part of the information requested be restricted-access and the remainder not, the information requested shall be released with the exception of that which is restricted-access.
4. Responses to requests shall be logged by courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges.

5. Information on court activities shall be released without charge unless otherwise provided by legislation of the Russian Federation.
Article 20. Grounds for excluding the release of information on court activities

1. Information on activities of courts shall not be released should:
1) the contents of the request make it not possible to identify the information requested;

2) the request not give a postal or electronic address or fax number for a response, or a telephone number by which the requester can be contacted;

3) the information requested not apply to the activities of the court, Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department body or body of the community of judges to which the request is sent;

4) the information requested be classified as restricted-access;

5) the information requested be interference in the administration of justice;

6) release of the information make it not possible to ensure the security of participants in court proceedings;

7) the information requested have been released earlier to the user;

8) the request seek interpretation of the law, clarification of its application or a legal opinion on judicial acts, legal opinion on the request itself, analysis of judicial practice or other analysis not directly connected with protection of the rights of the requester.

2. Courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges shall be entitled to not release information requested on court activities should such information have been published by mass media or posted on official websites of courts, the Judiciary Department or Judiciary Department bodies.

Chapter 4. Interaction of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges with editorial offices of mass media

Article 21. Purposes and forms of interaction of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges with editorial offices of mass media

1. Interaction of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges with editorial offices of mass media shall be for the purpose of providing to users objective, accurate and timely information on activities of courts.
2. Interaction of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges with editorial offices of mass media may entail:

1) free access for representatives of mass media editorial offices to court premises where information is displayed on court activities, and also attendance at open court sessions;

2. attendance by representatives of mass media editorial offices at sessions of bodies of the community of judges in the procedure provided by instruments regulating the activities of these bodies;

3) release of information on activities of courts at the request of mass media editorial offices;

4) reporting of activities of courts, including of matters relating to improvement of legislation regulating these activities;

5) participation by representatives of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges in press conferences and other events together with representatives of mass media editorial offices;

6) accreditation of representatives of mass media editorial offices to courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges;
7) other forms of interaction securing provision to users of information on court activities.

Article 22. Official representatives of courts, the Judiciary Department, Judiciary Department bodies and bodies of the community of judges

1. The presiding judge of a court or an official authorized by the presiding judge shall be an official representative of the court for interaction with mass media editorial offices.
2. The general director of the Judiciary Department at the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation and heads of Judiciary Department bodies or officials authorized by the general director of the Judiciary Department at the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation and the heads of Judiciary Department bodies respectively shall be official representatives of the Judiciary Department and Judiciary Department bodies for interaction with mass media editorial offices.

3. For the purpose of organizing interaction with mass media editorial offices, courts (with the exception of district courts, garrison courts martial and magistrates) and Judiciary Department bodies may define within their apparatuses appropriate subdivisions with rights and duties to engage in such interaction provided by the relevant rules of court and (or) other instruments regulating internal workings of courts and by instruments of the Judiciary Department.
4. Members of bodies of the community of judges authorized by federal laws regulating activities of bodies of the community of judges and (or) instruments of bodies of the community of judges shall be official representatives of bodies of the community of judges for interaction with mass media editorial offices.

Article 23. Resolution of disputes connected with reporting by mass media of court activities

Disputes connected with reporting by mass media of court activities shall be resolved by court in the procedure provided by law. Disputes connected with reporting by mass media of court activities may also be resolved in extrajudicial procedure by the bodies or organizations empowered to examine disputes about information.
Chapter 5. Protecting the right of access to information on court activities, oversight to secure access to information on court activities

Article 24. Protecting the right of access to information on court activities
An appeal may be made in the procedure provided by legislation of the Russian Federation against a decision or action (failure to act) by an official violating the right of access to information on court activities.

Article 25. Oversight to secure access to information on court activities.

1. Presiding judges, the general director of the Judiciary Department at the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation and the heads of Judiciary Department bodies and authorized members of bodies of the community of judges shall, within the extent of their powers, oversee access to information on court activities.

2. The procedure for oversight to secure access to information on court activities shall be defined by rules of court and (or) other instruments regulating internal court workings and by instruments of the Judiciary Department and of bodies of the community of judges.
Chapter 6. Concluding provisions

Article 26. Entry into force of this Federal Law

This Federal Law shall enter into force from 1 July 2010.
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� Gramatically, "its" refers to information but logically it refers to the right - translator.





